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WELCOME TO THE SOUTH DAKOTA  

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA IMPACT REPORT!

The SDSO thanks you, the donors, audiences, volunteers, and 
musicians for the many successes of the 2022-23 season. 

O U R  M I S S I O N .

To inspire the best in all of us through music.

O U R  V I S I O N .

To be South Dakota’s artistic leader and our nation’s model for how an 
orchestra serves its communities.

O U R  VA L U E S .

Dedication: we are committed to excellence in all we endeavor. 
Integrity: we serve our communities with honesty and respect.
Belonging: all are welcomed at the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra.

O U R  C O M M I T M E N T.

Our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion is to empower all 
constituents to actualize equity, belonging, diversity, and inclusion 
throughout the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra.
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PA S S I O N AT E  P E O P L E

“… a community in love with its orchestra.”
      _ ALEX ROSS, THE NEW YORKER

"An orchestra should serve its unique community uniquely."
      _ DELTA DAVID GIER, MUSIC DIRECTOR, SOUTH DAKOTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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PEOPLE OF THE SDSO

56 L E A G U E 

M E M B E R S25 B O A R D 

M E M B E R S

David Aronson
Angela Beilke

Marty DesLauriers
Robert Erhard

Mary Kay Fausch
David Flicek
Lisa Gerner

Paul Gillaspey
José-Marie Griffiths

Kurt Hackemer
Darin Hage

Julie J Iverson
Michael Jerstad

Steve Kirby
JR LaPlante

Scott Lawrence
Valerie Loudenback

James Moore 
Matthew Parker

Sandra Pay
Dave Rozenboom

Lynn Sargeant
John Snyder
Jane Stavem

Loren Tschetter

Vandhana Baireddy
Sarah Becker
Melanie Bliss
Norman Bliss

Taly Bialostocki
Dave Brunkow
Beverly Casey 
Richard Casey

Kay Christensen
Ron Christensen
Julie Danielson

Patrick Danielson
Lorna Gallanter

Mary Kay Fausch
Marcene Forette

John Forette 
Vaney Hariri

Marge Hegge
Mary Jo Jaqua

Gail Klein
Richard Klein

Lindsay Lundeby
Susan McGowan
Franklin Pudas
Cynthia Srstka
Katie Sumey

26 A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D 

M E M B E R S

6
F U L L 

T I M E 

S TA F F 3
P A R T 

T I M E 

S TA F F

3 P A R T  T I M E

I N D E P E N D E N T 

C O N T R A C T O R S

1 M U S I C 

D I R E C T O R

1 A S S I S TA N T 

C O N D U C T O R

1 C H O R U S 

D I R E C T O R
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S D S O  2 0 2 2 - 2 3  S E A S O N  H I G H L I G H TS

The 2022-23 season was the dawn of the SDSO’s second century. 
Heralded as “the model of an engaged orchestra,” highlights of the 
SDSO’s community-centric approach this season include the release of 
its first-ever recording, LAKOTA MUSIC PROJECT, a sold-out 
performance of BEETHOVEN’S SYMPHONY NO. 9 featuring 
the four public high school choirs from Sioux Falls, and a standing-
room only post-concert talk following a triumphant performance of 
SHOSTAKOVICH’S SYMPHONY NO. 7. 

Community impact like this drew the attention of Rosemarie and  
Dean Buntrock who made the largest donation in the orchestra’s 
history of $2 MILLION. 

SDSO featured on NPR’s “1A” 

More than Music program, 

curated by cultural historian 

Joseph Horowitz.
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WORLD PREMIERES IN THE 2022-23 SEASON

WAYNE OQUIN (b. 1977) 
A New Song Resounding  
(for SATB choir, organ, and orchestra)

First Lutheran Church  
100th Anniversary

September 11, 2022

ALIREZA MOTEVASELI (b. 1992) 

The Mourning Dance  
(for chamber orchestra)

Bridging Cultures concert  
at Avera Prairie Center 

April 26, 2023

NILOUFAR IRAVANI (b. 1990) 
Reflections for Orchestra

April 29, 2023 Season Finale
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2022-23 SEASON STATISTICS

Guest Choristers from 
Jefferson, Lincoln, 
Roosevelt, and 
Washington High Schools 
for Beethoven's 9th

GUEST ARTISTS 

Conrad Tao, piano
Yi-Chun Lin, viola
Orion Weiss, piano
Rachel Potter, singer
Hannah Lu, soprano
Rhianna Cockrell, mezzo-soprano
Daniel Weeks, tenor
Brandon Hendrickson, baritone
Rui Du, violin
Luke Carlsen, singer
Michael Seaman, piano
Claytoven Richardson, arranger
Joseph Horowitz, cultural historian
Cecilia O’Malley, violin
Clara Osowski, mezzo-soprano
Timothy Bentch, tenor
Stephen L. Bryant, bass-baritone
Saili Oak, Hindustani singer
Reena Esmail, composer
Yunah Lee, soprano

Cassandra Zoé Velasco,  
     mezzo-soprano
Rodrick Dixon, tenor
Ashraf Sewailam, bass-baritone 
     Sioux Falls Lion Dance Team 
Wayne Oquin, composer  
     (First Lutheran Church 
     100th Anniversary concert)
Paul Jacobs, organ (First Lutheran   
     Church 100th Anniversary concert)

LIVING COMPOSERS

Conrad Tao
Dobrinka Tabakova
Chen Yi
John Williams
Arvo Pärt
Alireza Motevaseli
Niloufar Iravani
Reena Esmail

68 T E N U R E D 

M U S I C I A N S 

83 S D S O  C H O R U S 

M E M B E R S

150

25

8
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Conrad Tao, October 8, 2022

L to R: Composer Niloufar Iravani; Soloists, Saili Oak, Yunah LeeOrion Weiss, November 19, 2022
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The SDSO's 2022 GALA took place on 
November 5, 2022 on the Mary W. Sommervold 
Stage in the Washington Pavilion. That night, the 

2022 GALA

community came together to help raise a gross 
amount of $192,500 TO SUPPORT MUSIC 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN.
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LAKOTA MUSIC PROJECT 

Scan this  
QR code to 

watch the LMP 
documentary 

on SDPB

1 S D S O ’ S  F I R S T  

C O M M E R C I A L  R E C O R D I N G

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra proudly 
released its first commercial recording, “Lakota 
Music Project,” on the American Composers Forum 
label Innova on October 28, 2022. The result of 
years of collaboration between Maestro Delta David 
Gier, the SDSO, and its American Indian partners, 
the recording features works by Brent Michael 
Davids, Jeffrey Paul, Jerod Impichchaachaaha’ Tate, 
and Theodore Wiprud, with performances by the 
SDSO with Lakota drumming group The Creekside 
Singers and Dakota cedar flutist Bryan Akipa. The 
CD design by Laurie Bertrand features the Oscar 
Howe painting “Flute Player,” used with kind 
permission from the Oscar Howe family. The audio 
producer was Peter Folliard and the executive 
producer was Delta David Gier. The CD and digital 
recordings are available to purchase online at 
amazon.com, and the recording can be streamed  
on most popular streaming platforms.

_
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Petite Concerts for Preschool

Ronning Library for Symphony StorytimeSymphony Studies

AROUND THE WORLD.

The South Dakota Symphony Orchestra is committed 
to making the music we share accessible to 
everyone. Every year, the Dakota String Quartet and 
the Dakota Wind Quintet provide music education 
programs and performances in partnership with local 
and regional school districts, community centers, 
and health care facilities.  

COMMUNITY & EDUCATION PROGRAMS
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51
P R O G R A M S

7,541
I N  AT T E N D A N C E

3,307
I N  AT T E N D A N C E

57
S C H O O L S

67
B U S E S

PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS 5,393

I N  AT T E N D A N C E

56
P R O G R A M S

PROGRAMS
FOR CHILDREN

YOUNG PEOPLES 
CONCERTS HIGHLIGHTS
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The Music Composition Academies are two admission-free, 
week-long composition summer camps serving primarily 
Native American middle and high school students on both 
the Western and Eastern sides of South Dakota. At the end 

of the week, each student creates their own composition 
for either string quartet or woodwind quintet. The camps 
are always tuition free, with lodging and food provided,  
to keep the program accessible to students.

AROUND THE WORLD.MUSIC COMPOSITION ACADEMIES 2022
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10 W E S T  R I V E R

S T U D E N T S 10 S I S S E T O N

S T U D E N T S

Compositions were performed in the students' communities 
and in school performances in Rosholt, Rapid City, Oelrichs, 
and Sisseton. All twenty original pieces were showcased at 
the SDPB studios in Sioux Falls on February 1st, 2023.

20
O R I G I N A L  P I E C E S
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The South Dakota Symphony Youth Orchestra is an elite 
music education program comprised of four student 
orchestras and a chamber music program for beginning 
students to a symphonic orchestra for advanced players, 
and a chamber orchestra for student musicians ages 6 – 
18. These ensembles provide an inspiring group setting 
that gives young musicians the tools and training to 
pursue artistic passions, develop musical talents, and build 

leadership skills. Performances are scheduled at major 
venues throughout each season, giving students multiple 
opportunities to showcase their musical talents.
     In addition to the SDSYO's three annual perfromances, 
members of the Youth Orchestra play alongside their SDSO 
professional counterparts each year in a "side-by-side" 
concert on the Mary W. Sommervold stage.

AROUND THE WORLD.SOUTH DAKOTA SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA (SDSYO)
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5 N U M B E R  O F 

E N S E M B L E S 138 N U M B E R  O F  

T O TA L  S T U D E N T S

KANSAS CITY TOUR 2023

In June, the South Dakota Symphony Youth Orchestra traveled to Kansas City 
for its first performance outside of South Dakota. This tour combined social 
and sightseeing activities with a full performance of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 5. Students had the opportunity to sample famous Kansas City 
BBQ and learn about the development and influence of jazz on the region 
at the American Jazz Museum. Dr. Silas Huff, the Director of Orchestras at 
Washburn University conducted the YO in a clinic-rehearsal hybrid. The YO 
performance at the Medallion Theater featured Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 
and Finlandia by Jean Sibelius, joined by local choristers from the Kansas City 
area. Among the highlights of the tour was attending a concert at the Kansas 
City Symphony featuring Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 and music by composer 
Jessie Montgomery and soprano Julia Bullock, both of whom boarded the 
Youth Orchestra bus after the concert to say hello to the students!  The 
opportunity to perform in a new state with guest artists and experience the 
cultural and artistic diversity in Kansas City was monumental for our students 
and paves the way for future tours and related endeavors.
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AROUND THE WORLD.2022-23 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

$ 476,866
T I C K E T  SA L E S

H E A D L I N E  T I T L E

$ 3,220,277
CO N T R I B U T I O N S

$ 193,643
G A L A

$ 136,931
E N D OW M E N T

$ 123,579
OT H E R

$ 4,151,316
TOTA L  R E V E N U E

/   REVENUE

Financial data is unaudited Total includes $2 million donation from Rosemarie and Dean Buntrock
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Ticket sales 

provide 28% 

of the cost of 

SDSO’s concerts, 

education and 

community 

engagement 

programs. 

72%

28%

$ 570,746
A D M I N I ST RAT I O N

H E A D L I N E  T I T L E

$ 225,411
M A R K E T I N G

$ 54,668
D E V E LO P M E N T

AROUND THE WORLD.2022-23 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS /   EXPENSES

CO N C E R TS ,  E D U C AT I O N ,

CO M M U N I T Y  P R O G RA M S

$ 2,474,792
TOTA L  E X P E N S E S

$ 1,623,937

Financial data is unaudited
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The South Dakota Symphony Orchestra (SDSO) thanks these 
generous corporate and foundation donors for their support of 
the SDSO and SDSYO for the 2022/2023 season. These businesses 
and organizations have chosen to invest in the future of the SDSO 
and the communities we serve.

$50,000 +

First PREMIER Bank/PREMIER Bankcard
Robert and Rita Elmen Foundation
Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation
South Dakota Arts Council

$25,000-$49,000

Avera
Avera McKennan
Gilchrist Foundation
Journey Group
League of American Orchestras
Nordby Family Foundation
South Dakota Trust Company and  
     Private Trust Company Friends

$15,000-$24,999

C & B Operations
CorTrust Bank
Eide Bailly LLP
First Bank & Trust
First National Bank in Sioux Falls
Holiday Inn City Center *
National Endowment for the Arts
Sanford Health
US Bank

$10,000-$14,999

Citi
First Dakota National Bank
Jerstad Family Foundation
Sheldon F. Reese Foundation
Sioux Falls Regional Airport

$5,000-$9,999

Goulder Family Foundation
Parker Transfer and Storage*
South Dakota Community  
     Foundation
South Dakota Symphony  
     Orchestra League
Urology Specialists
Xcel Energy

$2,500-$4,999

Anesthesiology Associates
Grand Falls Casino Resort
RBC Wealth Management

$1,500-$2,499

Scheels

$1-$250

AmazonSmile
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The South Dakota Symphony Orchestra would like to thank these 
generous individuals for their support of the SDSO Annual Fund 
for the 2022/2023 season. The music you hear on stage and in our 
communities is possible thanks to our donors.

ANGEL $10,000+

Anonymous
Miles and Lisa Beacom
Rosemarie and Dean Buntrock
Scott Henry and Terri Peterson-Henry
Dan and Arlene Kirby
Steve and Suzie Kirby
Dave and De Knudson
Scott and Marlys Lawrence

BENEFACTOR $7,500-$9,999

Robert and Miriam Broin
Lisa and Tom Gerner
Paul and Claire Gillaspey 
Mary McQuillen
Charles and Barbara Ann Yelverton

GOLDEN BATON $5,000-$7,499

Matthew and Rebecca Barker
Steve and Kris Egger
Mark and Mary Kay Fausch
Mark and LeAnn Griffin

Joe and Jennifer Kirby
Tom and Marv Looby
Matthew Parker*
Shireen Ranschau
Allison and Gary Suttle
Jerry and Mary Pat Sweetman
Loren and Jean Tschetter
David and Candace Zeigler

AFFICIONADO $2,500-$4,999

Anonymous
Keith and Glynn Bartels
David and Lisa Bean
Norman and Melanie Bliss
Barry and Jane Dunn
Dave Flicek and June Nusz
Charles and Lizbeth Gullickson
Robert and Elizabeth Hoffman
Boyd and Dody Hopkins
Julie J. Iverson
Thomas and Kay Kassube
Rich and Cindy Korman
Rob and Mary Mastick

Milt Mutch
L Bruce Nelson
Tim and Christy Olson
Rodney and Ruth Parry
Don and Ann Platt
Rachelle Schaap
Paul and Koni Schiller
Scott and Ronna Sletten
Christopher and Catherine Sumey
Jack and Jana Thompson 
Richard and Michelle Van Demark
Deborah VanderWoude and 
     James Abbott
Tom and Kim Wadsworth

VIRTUOSO $1,500-$2,499

Micah and Jaclyn Aberson
David and Cheryl Boer
Kevin and Andrea Carlson
Dean Chadwell
     In memory of Patricia Chadwell
Ronald and Kathleen Christensen
Roger Cunningham
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Martin and Amy DesLauriers
Dana and LaDawn Dykhouse
José-Marie Griffiths
Kurt and Susan Hackemer
Darin and Stefani Hage
Virginia Harrington
Richard and Gail Klein
Donald Knudson
Elissa Loesch and David Leonard
Kurt and Valerie Loudenback
Lane and Lindsay Lundeby
Lisa and Randy Marso
James and Mindy Moore
Jeff and Cynthia Nelson
Doug and Sandra Pay
Mike and Karen Pekas
The Honorable Lawrence and  
     Catherine Piersol
Alvin Carl Schoeneman
Susan Teisinger
Bob and Marilyn Van Demark
Jo Wohlenberg

MAESTRO $1,000-$1,499

Marjorie J. Anderson
Steven Arbach and Carol Carlson
     In honor of Maestro Gier
Susan Buhl
Joan Clark
Tim Dougherty and Karen Schreier
Mary Eich 
John and Marcine Forrette
Jerome and Mary Freeman

Lawrence and Suzanne Fuller
Lorna Gallanter
Brad and Candace Grossenburg
Doug and Anne Hajek
Paul and Paige Hanson
Peter and Marilyn Hegg
Ronald and Marge Hegge
Daniel and Catherine Heinemann
Bjorn Helgaas
Chris Hill
Darlys and Cathy Hofer
Jane Justice
Duncan and Ellie Keirnes
     In honor of Scott Lawrence
Eric and Jennifer Larson
Travis and Angela Liddell
David and Laurie Link
Jack and Betty Marsh
Carrie Mennis
Dr. Jawad Nazir
Steve and Cathy Peterson
Marian and Andrea Petrasko
Franklin Pudas
Michael and Jennifer Puumala
Lee Raines
Marlene Rance
Jay Reeve and  
     Katherine Peterson
Steve and Tracie Rohlf
Susan and Todd Rohr
Dave and Tammy Rozenboom
Thomas and Susan Roust
Steve and Katherine Sanford

Bob and Lori Santella
Liz Spivey and Dave Bergin
Jane Stavem
Jennifer Teisinger and  
     Chris Gripkey
Robert and Joan Thimjon
Michael and Susan Thompson
Jon and Suzanne Veenis
Ron Williamson
Norma and Chuck Wise

ADVOCATE $500-$999

David and Marilyn Aronson 
Ken and Margaret Aspaas
Stephen Beukelman
Taly Bialostocki
V.R. and Mary Brandenburg
Julie and Patrick Danielson
Virginia Dettman Estate
Jason and Kathie Douma
David and Julie Elson
Tom and Ann Garry
Arnold and Lynne Garson
Nicole Grossenburg
DeLoris Gulson
David and Mary Hartley
Garry and Dianne Jacobson
Harvey and Mary Jewell
Craig and Gail Kennedy
Dennis Knutson
Marjorie Krueger
Laura Larsen and Merwin Foster
David Larsen and Karen Heiling
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Patrick and Kaye Lawler
Don Levsen
Mary Jo Wegner Estate
Gene and Susan McGowan
John McIntyre
Jack and Marilynn Molenhoff
Rolf Olson and Anne E Waltner
Judith Payne ∫
Scott and Gayle Pearson 
Birgit Peterson
Cindy and Kent Peterson
Kay Reinartz
Elizabeth Sandager
Chad and Dana Spanos
Jack and Linda Stengel
Jeanette Stowsand
William G. and Cheryl E. Taylor
Jane Utecht
Rick and Leah Van Dam
Anna Vorhes
James and Karri Wiederrich
Dale and Judy Winter
Stephen and Janis Yarbrough

CHAMPION $250-$499

Mavis Amundson
Vandhana and Seshu Baireddy
Monty Barnard and  
     Pam Hansen Barnard
Donna Barstad
Paul Carpenter
Robert Caselli
Karen Chalfant

Ronald and Lexia DeWit
Jeanne Ekholm
Karen and Lawrence Fridkis
Vance Goldammer
Tony and Anne Haga
John Hegg
Tyler Holmquist ∫
Dorothy Johnson
Ronn and Rita King
Angeline and Marshall Lavin
Bruce and Diane Mair
Craig and Julie McKay
Michael and Janice Mullin
Scott and Kim Olson
Marley and Paul Opsahl
Karen Pratt
Rita Rabenberg
David and Rina Reynolds
A. Kent Scribner
Glenda Stene
Ron and Mary Van Loh
Norman and Kathleen West

FRIEND $1-$249

Marilyn Abraham
Marvin Addink
Fred and Sue Aderhold
Bob Adney
Robert and Karel Amend
Brenda Baker
Jenny Bergan
Larry and Anita Bierman
Eric and Michelle Bierstedt

Phyllis Blake
Dick and Jane Bohy
Richard Bonander and Tamara Ford
John R. Bylsma
Bill and Lynne Byrne
Nora and Harold Christensen
Renee Christensen
Mary Ann Clark
Durwood and Kathrine Clauson
Paul and Mary Ellen Connelly
Michael Constanzo
Ron and Marlene Daale
Margaret Dalthorp
Carol DenOtter
David and Janet Eiesland
Sheryl Faber
Donn and Pat Fahrendorf
Barb and Gary Fish
Chuck and Diane Flohr
Peggy Frost
Sandi Fuhs
Ioana Galu ∫
Rich and Mary Garry
William and Virgene Gast
Larry and Lorayne Giff
Ron and Christy Green
Mark and Stacy Gross
Nancy and Mark Hallenbeck ∫
Jerry Hanson
Marcella Heath
Merle and De Loris Heidenreich
Mary Ann Hofer
Karen Hohman

Italicized name 
indicates 
SDSO Visionary 
Donors

Our Visionaries 
are donors who 
have made 
a three year 
commitment 
to the SDSO 
Annual Fund. 
These donors 
ensure the 
sustainability 
and growth of 
the SDSO.

∫ Symbol 
indicates SDSO 
Sustainers. 

Symphony 
Sustainers are 
a special group 
of donors who 
make recurring 
monthly gifts to 
the SDSO.

Bold name 
indicates an 
SDSO musician

*Indicates in  
kind donors
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Ted and Becky Hollan
Allan and Peggy Holte
Tex and Jo Hoy
John Hutchinson and Deb McIntyre
Mary Ihli
Kasey Jacobson
Mark Jameson
Kimberly Jensen
Paul and Susan Jensen
Al and Carol Johnson
Cynthia Johnson
Ronald and Sandra Johnson
Priscilla Jorve
Susan Keith Gray
Cory Kerkvliet
Doosook Kim ∫
Esther Kirkvold
     In honor of Barb Johnson
Ardelle Kleinsasser
Cheryl Koch
Jane Koch
Ken and Rhonda Koch
Sally Kocon
Sue A. Lang
Marianne Larsen
Duane and Mabel Larson
Merle and Virginia Larson
Karen Lidel
Diane Lien
William and Lorrae Lindquist
Bonnie Litschewski Paulson
George and Kay Lundberg

James and Christine McGrann
Boyd and Barb McMurchie
Philip Mead
Todd Meierhenry
Gail Meyer-Deelstra
David Morris ∫
Jean Morrow ∫
John and Valoy Nordlie
Harriet Norem
James and Marilyn Nyberg
Rebecca Olive
Ruth Olsen
Betty Ordal
Frank and Dee Owens
Jim Paulson
Arlene Pearsall
Boyd Perkins
Ed and Char Peters
Jim Plahn
Margaret Preston
Greg and Carol Puerkel
Lucille Quanbeck
Sonia Ranschau
Eric and Ruth Raveling
Andrew Reinartz
Diane Ring
Lois Roelofs
Erin Royer
Richard and Mary Ryrholm
Gonzalo and Lois Sanchez
Donna Schafroth
Heather Schafroth

Miles and Vickie Schumacher
Paul Schwan
Cindy Sieber
Ann Smith
Lloyd and Jayne Solberg
David and Pamella Sonnichsen
Victoria Sportelli
Robert and Nancy Stanek
Shirley Stenseth
Mary Ann Swenson
Gerhild Tamura
Mitch Thompson
Paula and Carl Treiber
Michael and Joan Trumm
Daniel and Lisa Tunge
Bonnie Ulrich
Richard and Marilynn Viehweg
Tom and Kathy Walsh
Joel and Deanna Wehrspann
Stuart Wenzel 
Doug and Laurie Wernke
Kevin Whittle, M.D.
Ann Wilson
Bruce Wintle
Debbie and Matt Witte
Larry and Judi Zikmund
Nancy Zimney

Italicized name 
indicates 
SDSO Visionary 
Donors

Our Visionaries 
are donors who 
have made 
a three year 
commitment 
to the SDSO 
Annual Fund. 
These donors 
ensure the 
sustainability 
and growth of 
the SDSO.

∫ Symbol 
indicates SDSO 
Sustainers. 

Symphony 
Sustainers are 
a special group 
of donors who 
make recurring 
monthly gifts to 
the SDSO.

Bold name 
indicates an 
SDSO musician

*Indicates in  
kind donors
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AROUND THE WORLD.2022-23 EDUCATION & COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PROGRAM SUPPORT—INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Norman and Melanie Bliss 
 In support of the Music  
 Composition Academies
Mark and Mary Kay Fausch
 In support of the SDSYO
Wendy Hasche
 In support of the  
 Lakota Music Project
Patricia Masek 
 In support of Young  
 People’s Concert
Don and Ann Platt
 In support of the SDSYO
Tracy Rosenberg
 In support of Music Composition  
 Academies in Sisseton, SD
Jeanette Stowsand
 In support of the SDSYO
Gail Werner
 In support of the Music 
 Composition Academies

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Avera Addiction Care

Augustana University 

Avera Behavioral Health 

Avera Prairie Center

Black Hills State University 

Children’s Home Society 

DakotAbilities   

LifeScape 

McCrossan Boys Ranch 

Sanford Health 

Sioux Falls School District 

Siouxland Libraries 

Sisseton Wahpeton College 

South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting 

South Dakota State University 

Southeastern Behavioral Health 

University of South Dakota



Sioux Falls is a vibrant, can-do community which values 

doing important things. This was evident to me from my 

very first visit 20 years ago. The SDSO was highly valued 

before I arrived as music director, so my challenge was to 

broaden and deepen its impact. We at the SDSO have been 

focused for many years on creating programs which connect 

with and also enrich the lives of as many “communities-

within-our-community” as possible. Whether a community 

is ethnically-based, educational, medical, or business, we 

strive to build relationships with the people with whom we 

are working, and then to create programming together 

which meaningfully serves their needs. This has proven to 

be not only a highly successful model, but one which truly 

builds bridges where sometimes none existed. This is a 

privilege and a joy for the SDSO, and we hope to continue 

working this way to bring people together in order to better 

understand each other.         

    _ DELTA DAVID GIER


